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A wedding without music is like a movie
without o soundtrack: The drama may be
there, but there's nothing in the back-
ground 1w enhanee the mood, 1F vou'll he
marrying in & church or synagogue, there
may be spectal considerations when choos-
ing your music. Remember these inside
tips for working with the site's musicians.

the players
When vou pick a ceremony site, you're
not just getting a building and an offi:
ciant; you're also getring a musician. Typ-
ically, the sanctuary's organist has the
“right of first refusal” for weddings—if
that person is available on your wedding
day, he or she will be your organist, I that
person is unavailable, iv may be up to you
to find a substitute; ask the regular organ.
ist for recommendations,

While many hrides like o walk down
the aisle to majestic organ music, vou can
vary the mood ar different parts of the
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v,
Grgtqut: trp:’:ally consult wnh the

| and the ceremony itself, Tf ynu
il requests for prelude music, let
the 1 u-rglm:.t know right away; vou may he
asked 1o pay extra, because most organists
choose the prefude music themselves.

It's possible that your organist will pro-
vide 30 minutes of prelude music, Howey-
er, some plan only 10 10 15 minutes of
music, which Is often sufficient. If you
wiitit & half hour, be prepared w pay for i,
but consider that most wedding guests will
arrive only a few minures before the cere-
many begins,
the sound of music
Your mother walked down the aisle to
Mendelssohn's *Wedding March,” and
you want to continue that tradition. It's a
lovely idea, but many
churches won't allow cer-

ceremony with vocalists, harpists, trum.
peters, flutists, and violinists. The op-
tions are imited only by your budger
and the musicians’ availability.

Ask your musicians what pieces they
recommend for a church or synagogue
ceremony, and discuss your own re.
quests. Make sure the selections work
with the instruments. For example,
Pachelbel's "Canon in D" and Bach's "Air
on a ‘G’ String” —written for, und usually
perlormed by, strings—will sound differ-
ent when [If:l}'l:d on an organ or flure,

prelude to a wedding

Bewok your organist when you reserve the
sanctuary, and schedule o meering ar
least one manth before the wedding. If
you're using additional musicians, sk
about rehearsal arrangements. As the
resident musician, the organist will be-

These and many other classigal
pieces are appropriate for cepe
music. Exultant hymns can also gi
church weddings a joyous qu, -
of the following can be :ﬁhg'?{u- '
cessinnals or recessipnals:

® “Pictures at an Exhibition,” Eu{wurgd:y
® “Trampet Voluatary,” Clarke

® “Jesu, Joy of Man's Desirin |;.,"'=j

.

ake note

tain secular music, including Mendelssohn
and Wagner's “Bridal Chorus™ (“Here
Comes the Bride”), in sacred ceremonies.

Some churches have written music
policies. Ar others, the dlergyperson, or-
ganist, or wedding planner trics ro steer
couples roward appropriate selections. If
you have your heart set on # picce that
vour church won't allow, remember that in
choosing a house of worship, you've also
chosen its guidelines,

To help you select musie, some argan-
ists provide a tape of processional and re-
cessional pieces played on the church’s
organ, If the organist isn't available for o
live demonstrution, the rape will give you a
pood ided of how the music will actually
sound on your wedding day.

If you want to walk down the aisle to
something different than the musie used
for your bridesmaids, the two selections
should be in the same or a related key so
the segue will not be abrupt. Also, it's
easier to end a bridesmaids’ proces-
sional gracefully if it has several short
sections rather than one long melody,

money matters

When you meet to choose music, ask
when payment is due. Fees may vary
with the size of the community and
house of worship, as well as the organ-
ist's experience, but basic fees (without
special requests or accompanying miusi-

® “Canen in l!"Plrhc!be! il P‘l : ,2_,._.!?1'_ | cians) range from $100 w abour 3250,
e “Air" I'mmym'r Musie, Bandelt 0 Keep in mind that you're paving
® “Ave Maria,” Gounod ar Schubert. * musicians for their time spent rehears-
® “Prelode 1'@7’&* Well- Termpersd - ing as well as plaving at the wedding.
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®“Kirana'B SUing "), Bach

@ “The Heavens Declare the Glory ol God,"
Marcello
@ “Allegra” from ISIIIIl, The Four

Seasons, Vivaldi 4
come the de facto music coordinator, so g L
involve him or her early k35 ,._.'
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4| You may have to reimburse them for
© | purchases of sheet music for special re-
quiests; many musicians prefer to shop
themselves, so that they can choose
particular arrangements.

For mare inspiration and mesic ssggestions, iry “BRIDE'S
Geide to Wedding Music” CD: call B08.550.6555.
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