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The
collaboration
amounts to a
wWin-win-
win

situation

Suasan Perking, dala coordinatos for
Conoco, assizls UCD studenis
condueting Fald work,

A Partnership for Environmental ER

voiding a disister like the Bxexon Valdvr spill i the motive for one U busimess collabaga-

vion, Faculty and gmdisare stodents from CU-Denvers Bacility for ddvanced ond Sparial

Analyiss and ‘Teaching (FASThwre Iedping Conoco O6 Coepomeion’s Technwal Besponse

Planning Corparation develop an emerpency response system (ERS) for Conocn's pearly
3,000 mmies of pipeling in die Noalwest,

Thye Ol Pesllutivn Ace of 1950 pequires all oil comypunies m develop emegency response plans for
picentiad incidents along their pipelines, b Conoco has decided o evceed ehe Actd requirements by
dleveloping sl mainining sn BRS. The compane’s collaboration wich €L developed becuse o armer
G student working at Cenocn kaww abot ehie geographical informarioe syseem (GES) wark beiig
drmie oit the Drerver campas. (A CES i 0 computeriaed mappiag doel thar wlls thie antegmation af
dlitabase infarmativn with ehe trelitgingd geograplic information peovided by mape)

Much of the GIS work cemes on the yearald FAST, which developed when colleapues in diree depart
iments fieeded a fciling in which they coald sork egedber on chele mueal reresss. Lynn fobisson,
perlieasor iof < vil eigdneesivag, leads the Conocn prjece. Julin Wy kT, asscinte prodeisoe of gecgoaply,
and Mariawne Mac Doaalel, assaseain prodissos of wrdsin and regional planning, olso seeie o the faculty

bt el erevedes oo oanaemens sl gqialing coneml. An atesdeciplinary g of giduate yo-

denws in engeneeessy, planaigg, msl covisonmiemal soesce conduct mnse of the e,

The collaloretion ammine tooa winswin-win g, Cosoo gees fesd ides aod pew peespecives on
a challenpging problerm; higlecualivy, unbiased anfrmarian aboue patural, sacial, and eosanic fanmes
wulmerabifiny s poveninl vil gill and slvice s spasial databiase deign, inplemengiciin, and man-
auerieent. Stdenn gain valwble experience i solving a real-warkd problems by applying thele keawl-
kg el weseart kil o e dbesign, iplementation, and management of & GIS database, They alia
develog incerdisciplinary vearmwork skeills amd pesentiad jobs comtaces. Faculty cofisy the opgrermsnicy o
prach atudenies i oa way ehat e classronm doesive allvw aied, as Wheka T nores, "I als gives us projeos
ehint Db us clevelap i ehe profesinn,”

Contwis gond in s bave gasy access oo all dic diom concerning poenvial elleces of o spill ar lecaton
ihgenrghoue it pipeline syseem, conenet informatsin fir eich Tecarion, and decalls abisr whees and b
they cosld srage remedintian effors ifa spill securres]. Tle grabuie souclenis (or "ERPS,” & the faculry
smerimes call them—Gor “emesgency respanse prepasednes siodenin™s began by idenrifying A0 sles o
thse pmeehwest Uniied Seaces, Tlen they collermd the neiesuiny deta by contaceiig siee
aveners diel parhoring infiemmaion oo aetional aeel seace agencies Inserner sltes gl
Yellow Page dircciorics, Once they compdensl dheir sleuhing, they entersd ehe daea
inmn physical daen sheers, a digieal databsse, and in icon-basel map ceacsd chrigh a
Gl programe The dats dheers ilennify the comstace pessan ansd pertinent gsice {earunes
far ench site, Congin has comesioted o iwo mare years of the peojecy, during wlhich
came pasticipants will conzinie todil mons sires o the ERS,

Thireng thie Gl semesrer, stodenes are conducting tielsd wark, which requires them to
vabee ehe data they calleetes] by distance mode anid cese it againse el somual, physical
sires, Thew'll resr the Jogistics of geteing emergency equipmient and crews m pacentipl
remmeclintion seaging aeeas, gather addicional demily aboue each siee, tke plotographs,
and creare direcrsans for drovers who may need o access the sires,

For the most part, Facoloy and enedens woek on this project in o asdescopt, winslow-
less compurer |ah whose walls are papered with ropographic maps, The resales of their
collabarative laboe, however, aflecr a far mose picturesgue setting, for thear woek |5
designed o prorecr the specmcuber natend enviconments throughour the Morrhwese 2
well a5 ehe lives and Livelihoods of those whe lve along Coneees pipelines.
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